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honor of proposing the first Pan Psalmody Counsel, held
in Belfast, Ireland.

Mr. Bradley also proposed the famous pastoral letter
issued by the A. R. Synod of 1882, and is an enthusiastic
advocate of union between the A. R. P. and the U. P.

churches. Mr. Bradley was the Delegate from the A. R.
Church to the U. P. in 1893. He is descended of dis
tinguished parentage on both sides of his ancestry, and
was reared in choice surroundings in early life. Pie is a
vigorous, fearless preacher, true to every conviction at
any cost, is a diligent student, and an impressive speaker.

Brice, Robert Wilson.—

Rev. Robert Wilson Brice

was bom at the home of

the daughter of Robert
R. w. BRICE. Wilson, one of the leaders

of the Whigs in his neighborhood, during the Revolu
tionary War.

The mother of Robert Wilson Brice was Margaret
Simonton, the daughter of John Simonton and Jeannette
Strong. On both sides the parents of Mr. Brice were in
telligent and pious, thrifty and industrious. His grand
father, James Brice, gave the land on which the New
Hope Church stands, and his father, Robert Brice, was
for many years an elder in the congregation. His grand
father, John Simonton, was also an elder in New Hope.
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When a boy, R. W. Brice attended the schools near his
home, and was prepared for college by John McClurkin,
who for'many years taught the school at New Hope.

In the fall of 1840 he entered Erskine College, gradu
ating in 1844. Even as a boy and young man, those no
ble traits of character which were displayed in his life
afterwards, were plainly manifested, and he always ex
erted a good influence over his associates. He connected
with the church while a student in college, and in Dec.,
1844, when only a boy of eighteen, he began the study of
Theology under his brother-in-law, Rev. L. McDonald,
then pastor of Union Church in Chester Co.

The session of 1845-1846, he spent in the A. R. Sem
inary at Alleghany, Pa., then presided over by Dr. John
T. Pressly. On returning to the home of his father in
the spring of 1846, he taught school for a time at New
Hope, and then went to the Seminary at Due West, S. C.,
where he completed his course in the spring of 1848.
He was received as a student by the First Presbytery in
1847, was licensed in April, 1848. After supplying
some of the vacancies in the First Presbytery, he was
sent to Kentucky in 1848, to supply some of the vacancies
in that State. In the winter of 1849-50 he received a
call from Hinkston, Ky., and in Jan., 1850, he also re
ceived a call to Hopewell, Chester Co., S. C., and this
latter call he accepted, and on May 31st, 1850, he was
ordained and installed as pastor of Hopewell, and there
spent the remainder of his life, as the beloved pastor of
this people. On March 4th, 1850, he was happily mar
ried to Anna Maria, the daughter of Rev. John and Jane
C. Steele, of Kentucky, who proved to be to him a help
meet indeed, and a model pastor's wife. To them was
bom a large family of children, all of whc^ have proved
worthy children of a noble pair. As a pastor, Mr. Brice
was greatly beloved by his congregation. His people
placed implicit confidence and trust in him, for they
found him to be a man without guile and without hy-
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pocrisy. He possessed a clear intellect, sound judg
ment and rare common sense. His sermons were plain,
expository and practical, and more than ordinarily in
teresting and instructive. Dr. R. Lathan, who was
raised in Hopewell, says; "He never preached a poor
sermon—never an unstudied one." His custcte was,
during the winter months, to explain a Psalm and
preach a sermon, and during the summer months to lec
ture on some book of the Bible, selected in regular or
der, and then after a short interval to preach a sermon.
In this way he had explained the whole book of Psalms,
and his lectures covered a good portion of the books of
the New Testament. In his time Hopewell was literally
a school house in which the Bible was taught. These
faithful labors, together with regular pastoral visitation
and catechising were blessed to the edification of his
congregation. In 1866 or 1867, Mr. Brice began to
preach one third of his time at old Purity, two miles
south of Chester, and there in 1869 he organized the
present A. R. P. Church at Chester. He continued to
minister to this new organization for one third of his
time until October, 1875.

From the first to the last, Mr Brice took an active in

terest in everything that pertained to the welfare of his
denomination. He was constant in his attendance at
Presbytery and Synod, and was an influential member
of both these courts. He was Moderator of Synod at
Sardis, N. C., in 1862, and at Hopewell, Tenn., in 1874,
and he was Treasurer of Synod's Home Mission funds
from 1854 to 1878. In summing up the character of
Mr. Brice, Dr. Lathan, who was in early life a member
of his congregation, and for a while a student in his
home, says in his history of Hopewell and its Pastors:
"He was in the strictest sense of the word a model man.
Nature had bestowed on him some rare gifts. His dis
position was that of a high-toned Christian gentleman.
In his nature there was nothing wild and fanciful. He
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was by every instinct of his being a matter of fact man.
Plis passions were kept under perfect control. No man,
so far as we know, ever saw him violently angry, nor
did anyone ever hear him utter a hasty or rash sentence.
All his convictions were reached calmly and conscien
tiously. Amid all the vicissitudes of life, he was, as near
as mortal man can be, the same. His manners were
plain but always gentlemanly.

No man was better adapted to make himself friends,
and no man was better fitted to retain them when made.
Nature designed him to govern others, in that he was
granted power to govern himself."

With the close of the year 1877, the actual labors of
Mr. Brice came to an end. On the last Sabbath of that
year, he preached at Plopewell his last sermon. As the
sun went down on the 14th of March, 1878, he peace
fully passed from earth, saying: "For me to live is
Christ and to die is gain." On the i6th of March he
was buried at Hopewell amid the tears of a sorrowing
family and congregation. He left surviving him his be
loved wife and ten children, three sons and seven daugh
ters.ti799, in Laurens "^District,

had come from the North
of Ireland before the war

one of the pioneers among
the ministers of the Asso-

terian Church west of the

nearly half a century he

HENRY BRYso.N, D. Q, cxerciscd a wide and pow
erful influence as a


